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CHAPTER V.

(Continusd. )
A Break for Liberty.

HAT he who healtates is lost
provod Itself a trus aphor-
Ism in this Instance, for an-
other moment SAW e oreop-

ing stendthily toward the
door of tha guard houss,

Gently 1 pressed It open a erack:
whough to discover & dozen blacks
stretehed upon thelr silks In profound
nlumber. At the far alde of ths room
o rack held the sawords and firearms
of the men.

Warlly I pushed the door A trifle
wider to admit my body. A hinge
gAve out s resentful groan. One of
the men stirred, and my heart stood
still, 1 oursed myself for a fool to
have thus jeopardized our chanons
for escape, but there waa nothing
for it now but to see ths adventure
through.

With a spring as swift and ns
noluless as a tiger's 1 1it besids the
guardsman who had moved. My
hands hoversd above his throat awalt-
ing the moment that hls eyes ahould
open,

For what seemed an eternity to my
overwrought nerves I remained polsed
thus. Then the fellow turned again
upon his side and resumed the even
reapiration of deep aumber.

Carefully I picked my wuy betwean
and over the soldlers until I had
gidned the rack ut the far side of the
room. Hers I turned to survey the
sleeping moen,

All were quiet, Their regular
breathing rose and fell In o soothing
rhythm that seemed to mo the sweet-
est music I Lad ever heard.

@Gingerly | drew a long-sword from
the rack. The scraping of the scab-
bard agalnst Ita holder as 1 with-
‘drew It sounded | e the filing of cast
fron with a great rasp, and 1 looked
to sce the room immediately filled
with alarmed wnd attacking guards-
pen. But none aumd.

Phe scoond eword 1 withdrew nolse-
jesaly, but the third clanked In ite
scabbard with a frightful din. 1
knew that it must awaken some of
the men at lvast, aud waa on the
point of furestalllng thelr attuck by

a rapld charge tor the doorwiy,
whan again, to my surprise, not a
Dlack moved.

Eltlier + 'y wera wondrous heavy
olso the nolses that 1
o wera really much less thau they
o me

1 was gbout io leave the rack when
my attentlon waa attracted by thn
vers, I knew thut I could not
more than ono away with mvy,
was already too heavily Jaden
to move quietly with any degres of
or speed,
took ons of them from lta pin
eye foll for the first Ume on an
window beside the rack. Ah,
was & aplondid meana of escape,
it let directly upon the dock, not
ty fest from the water's edego.
as I congratulated myselt 1
hoeard the door opposite me open: and
there, looking e full in the face,
stood the officer of the guard. Ho
tha situation at a

.

of 1t aa quickly as 1, for our rovol-
vere came up simultancousiy, and the
sounds of tha two reports WwWere as
one & we touched the buttons on the
that exploded the cartridges,
I felt the wind of his bulict s it
whisged past my ear, and at the saune
instant | saw him crumple 1o the
ground. Where 1 hit him I do not
Know, nor \f I killed him, for scarce
had he started to collapse when 1
was through the window at my rear.
!: another second tho waters of
Omean closed above my hrad, und the
three of us were making for the e
& hundred yards away.
¢ wis burdened with the boy
.and 1 with the three Jong sworda; the
pevolver 1 had dropped so that, while
we were both strong swimmers, 1
peemed to mo that we moved &t A
anall's puoe through the water 1 wan
pwimming ontirely beneath the sur-
fage, but Xodar was compeiled to rise
often to let tha youth breathe, so it
was a wonder that wo were not dis-
«© red long belurs wa wWere.

In faot we reached (he boat's wide
and were all aboard before the wnr?h
upon the buttleship, roused by tho
ahots, detected us,  Then an alarm
gun bellowed from the whip's bow, 118
deep boon reverborating in denfening

tones beneuwih the rocky dome ot
Omean.
Instantly the aleeping thousandn

wore awake., The decks of a thoi-
sund monster craft teamod with Fig)T-
ing men, for an alarm on Omean waa

a thing of rare ccourrence.
We ::.-t awny before the sound of
the first gun bad died and another

second maw us rising swiftly from ihe
surfuce of the sea. [ Iny at full length
wlong the deck with the lever and
huttons of contrel before me.,

odar und the Loy were strotched
ditectly beliind me. prone ulso, that
we might offer ul=. little resistunce to
the nir us possible.
h'.'nluo hr:;h." whisperadl  Xodar.
“Phey dare not fire thelr heavy guns
toward the dome—the fragments of
the shells would drop hack smong
thelr own crnft, If we are Mgh our
knlgmen will protect us from rifle

T,

1 414 ux he bade, Below ua wa conld
ace the men leaping into the water hy
huan s and wiriking out for the
emall crulsars and ons-man flvers that
The
1 r araflt woers petting under way,
following us rapidly, but net rising

rom wiler,

“A Jittle ta wvour right!™ crled
Xodar, for thera ara no poluts of com.
yass upon Omean, where every dl-

reotion s due norih,

The “TARZAN" Man Is at :
His Best in This Wonder Storz :
Edgar Rice Burroughs

_Author of “TARZAN OF THE APES," Etc.
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The pandemonium that had broken
out below us was deafening. Rifles
cracked, oMcers shouted orders, men
velled directions to one another from
the water and from the decks of
myriad boats, while through all ran
tha purr of countless propellers cut-
ting water and alr.

1 had not dared pull my apead lever
to the highest for fear of overrunning
the mouth of the shaft that passed
from Omean's dome to tha world
above, biit even so we wars hitting a
elip that T doubt has ever boan
equalied on the windleas sea,

The smaller flyera wera commencing

to rise toward us when Xodar
shouted:
“The shaft! The shaft! Dead
ahead.”

I suw the opening, black and yawn-
Ing In tho glowing dome of this un-
derworld

A ten-man eruiser was rising 41
reotly In front to cut off our escaps.
It waa the only vessel that atond on
our way, but at the rats that It waas
travelling it would come between us
and the shaft in plenty of time to
thwart our plans.

It was rising at an angls of about
forty-fiva degreon dead ahead of us,
with the evident Intentlon of combing
us with grappling hooks from above
an it skimmed over our deck.

There was but one forlorn hope for
uy, and 1 took it. It was useless to
try to phss over her, for that would
have allowed dier to foree us against
tha rocky dome above, and we were
already too near that as It was,

To have attempled Lo dive below her
would have put us ontirely at hLer
merey, and precisely  where sho
wanted us. On elther wide a hundred
other menacing craft wore hastening
toward us. The alternative was filled
with risk=in fact, It was all risk,
with but n slonder chance of su ¥
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AN we noared the criiser 1 rose as
{houkh to pass over her, so that she
would do just what sbe did do, rise at
n sleoper angle to force me still
higher.

Then as we wers almost upon her 1
yollsd to my eompanions to hold tight,
and throwing the little vessel into
hor highest speed | deflectad her
bows at the same lnstant untll we
wars running horlzontally and at ter-
rifle velocity straight fur the crulser’s
keel,

Her commander may Linve sean my

intontions then, but It wis too late, |

Almost at the Instant of lmpact I
turned my bow upward, and thoen
with a shattering Jjolt we wors Iu
collision.

What 1 had hoped for happened.
The cruilser, already tilted at a peril-
ous angle, was carried completely over
backward by the Ilmpuct of my
stnallor vesasl,

Her crow fell twisting and scream-
ing through the air to the water far
below, while the sbip, her propellars
still madly churning, dived swiftly
bead foremost after them to the bot-
tom of the SBea of Omean,

The collision erushed our steel how,
and notwithstanding every «ffort on
our part came pnear to burling us
from the deck. As It waa we jlanded
in o wildly clutching hes [ at o very
extremity of the flier, where Xodar
and 1 aucoeeded in grasping the hand-
rall, but tha boy would have plunged
overboard had 1 not fértunately
grasped his ankle as he was wiready
partinlly over.

Unguided, our vesss] oarcensd wild.
Iv on lts mnd flight, rising evoer noar-
er the rocks above

1t took but an instant, howaver, for
me 1o regnin the levers, ang with the
barely Nty foet above, T turned
we more Into the horlzontal
plune and hended her again for the
black mouth of the shaft.

The collision had retarded onr prog-
ress, and now a hundred swift gcouts
waore closs upon un,  Xodar had told
ma that nseending the shaft by virtus
of our repulsive rays alone wonuld give
our enamies their best chance to aver-
taka us, alnce onr propoilers would
ba idle, and In rising wa would he
mtelassed by many Of OuUr purauers,
The swifter oraft are seldom equipped
with large buoyaney tanks, since the
addad bulk of them tenda to reducs
n vessel's speed.

As many hoats were now quite closs
tor 18 10 Wi Inevitabla that wa would
ba quickly averhnnled In the shaft,
and captired or killed in short order

To mis there AIWH Y Koams A way 1o
gain the opposita sida of an obstacle
1f one cannot pass over 1t, or below {t,

or around i1, why, then, there is but a
sinele alternative left, and that Is to
pasa through It

*°1 eould not get around the fact that
many of thess other honts could rise
faster than ours by tha fact of thelr
greater buoyancy, but 1 was none the
less determined to reach tha outer
world far In advance of them or din
a death of my own choosing in event
of fallure,

“Reveraa!” seranmed Zodar, hehind
me. “For ths love of your first an-
castor, reverss! Wa aro at the shaft."

“Hold tight!” 1 screamed in reply.
“Grasp the boy and hold tight-—we
are going stralght up the shaft,”

The words wera scarce out of my
mouth as wa awept henaath the pitch
black opening, 1 threw the how hard
up, dragged the apend laver to Hu
last notch, and chitehing a stanchion
with one hand and the stecring wheol
with the other hung on like grim
death and conalgned my soul to lte
Author,

1 heard a lfttle exolamation of sur.
rige from Zodar. followed by u grim
nugh.

Tha hoy Jaughad too and sald some-
thing which I eould not catch for
the whistliing of the wind of our aw-
rul speocd.

1 looked above my head hoping ta
catch tha gleam of stars by which
I could Alrect our course and holl
the hurtling thing that hors us truo
to the centra of the shaft. To hava
tonchad tha side at tha upasd we wara
making would doubtiess have resulted
In instant death for ua all, But not a
stnr showed above—only utter and
fmpanatrable darkness,

Thon 1 glanced below ma and thers
T euw n nplmt' diminising circle of
light—the mouth of the opening ahove
the phosphorescent radiancs of
Omean. By this 1 steered, andeavor-
ing to keep tha cirela of light below
me ever p .

At hast |t was A slender cord that
held us from destruction, and T think
fliat I mteorad that niglit mora by In
tuition and biind fuith than by skill
OF renson,

Wa wora not lost {n tha shaft, and
posalbly the very fact of oir enormaois
speed gaved us, for evidently wo ptart.
ead In the rght dtrestlon. and =o
antekly were we out wmain that wo
bad no Hime (o aller our coures
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Omoan lles perhaps two miles be-
low the surface crust of Mars. Our
wpeed must have approximated two
hundred niles an hour, for Martinn
fliers are sawifl, so thal AL mMost wWo
were in the shalt nol over forty sece
onds,

We must have been out of it for
sos seconda befora | realized that
wo had accomplished the Impomssible,

Rinck doarkness enshrouded all
nbout ug. Thers were neither moons
nor atars, Never pefore had [ oseen

such a thing upon Mars, and for the
moment 1 was nonplused,

Then the explanntion came to me,
It was summer at the South Pale. Tha
joe cap was melting and those muote-
orla  phenomena,  clouds, unknown
upin the greater part of Barsoom,
were shutting out the lLighta of heav-
en from this portion of tha planet,

Fortunate indeed tt wan for us, nor
dlid it take long to grasp the oppor-
tunity for escape which this happy
condition offered us, Koeeping the
hont's noss at o stiff angle T raced her
for the impenetrable eurtain which
naturae hiad hung abova this dying
world to shut us out from the stight of
our pursuing encimles.

Weo plangnd through the cold dam
fog withoul diminlehing our wpeed,
and in a moment emerged inlo the
glortous light of tha two moonn and
the milllon siars,

1 dArbvned into & horlzontal conrse
and headed due north, Our enemies
were o good hinlf hour behind us with
no ooncoptlon of our direction,

We hiad performed the miraculous
and come throurh a thousand dan-
gers unsenthed—we hnd eacaped from
tha lnnd of the First Born,

Wo other prisoncera in all the ages
of Rarsoom had dons this thing. and
now as I lsoked hack upon It it 4ld
nat ssem to have been so difficult af-
ter nll.

T sald as much to Xodar, over my
shoulder,

“It 1a wery wonderful, neverths
1oan" he roplied. *“No ona elss could
hava nceomplished 1t but John Cnar-
tor.” he added with emphnasis,

At thn sound of that name the hoy
fumped o hia fest

“John Carter!” he ered in amaze-
ment,  “Jahn Carter® Why, man
Jahn Carter, Prince of ¥ellum, hae
hoen dend for many yvears, [ am hia
mon*

CHAPTERYVI.
The Eyes in the Dark.

Y son! T eould not helleve
my ears
Slowly 1 rosa and faced
ths handsoma youth, Now
that I looked at him close-
1¥ T eommenced to see why his faco
and paraonality had attracted ma so
stromgly,

There was much of hia mothers
Incomparable beauty in his clear-cut
fontures, but 1t wns strongly maseua-
line beautly; hls gray eyea and the
cxpression of them wore mine,

Tha boy stood facing me, half hopa
and half uncertainty in his look.

“Tall ma all you can of the years
that I liave been robhed of her dear
companlonship.'

With A cry of pleasura he sprang
toward me and threw his arma about
my nock, and for a brief moment, an
T hald my boy clope to ma, the tears
walled to my eyven

“Your stature, your manner, tha
forocity of vonur swordsmanshin,' sabd
tha boyv, “wre ar my mother han e
soiibod thom 10 me a thousadd tines

~but even with such evidence I could
mcarce  credit the truth of what
seomod so lmprobable to me, how-
ever much 1 desired it to be true, Do
you know what thing it was that con-
vineod more than all the othera?"

“What, my boy? 1 asked.

“Your first words to me—they wers
of my mother. None glse but the man
who loved her as she hos told me my
father Jid would have thought first
of her'

“For long yoars, my son, 1 can
searce rocall & momoent that the radi-
ant vision of your wmother's face has
not been before me. Tell me of her.”

“Thoss who have known her long-
est say that ahe has not changed, un-
lesa it ba to grow mors beautiful—
were that possible, Only, when she
thinks | am not about to ses her her
face grows very sad and wistful,

“She thinks ever of you, my father;
and wd! Hollum mowrns with her and
for her. Her grandfather's peopls
Jove her, They love you also and fair-
Iv worshlp your moemory as the savior
of Barsoom.

“Each vear that bringa Ita anniver-
sary of the day that siuw you racing
nerosa o nearly dead world to uniock
the secret of that awful portal behind
whleh lay the mighty power of life
tor countless millionn a grent festival
i held In your hopor. But theru are
tenrs mingled with the thanksgiving
—iears of real regret that the author
of the happinesa s not with tham to
shams the joy of living he dled to give
them. Upon all Barsoom there s no
greater name than John Carter.'

“And by what name has your
mother called you, my boy ™ I asked

“The peopla of Hellum asked that
1 be namad -vith my father's name,
but my mothar sald no; that you and
she had choson & nams for me to-
gother, and that your wish must ba
honorsd befors all others, 8o the name
that she callsd me s the ona that vou
desired, n combination of hers and
yours—Carthoris."

Xodar had beon at the wheal as 1
talked with my son, and now he called

ma

“Sha ta dropping badly by the head,
John Carter,” he sald, "“So long as
wa are riging at & st angls 1t was
not noticeable, but now that I um
tryving to keep A horizontal ¢ourss U
in different. The wound in her bhow
s opened ons of her forward ray
Lanks "

It was trus; and after T had axam-
Ined the dumage I found it A& much
graver matter than I had anticipated
Not only was the forced angle st
which wo wars compelled to malntain
the bow in order to kKeep a horizontal
course groatly impeding our spoed,
but at the rate that we wers losing
our repulsive raye from the forward
tanks It waa but a question of an
hour or more when we would be
fioating starn up and heipless,

We had slightly reduced our spesd
with the dawning of n sense of secn-
rity; but now I took the helm onca
more and pulled tho noble 1ittls enginae
wide open, so that again we raced
north at s territic velocity, 1In the
mean timo Carthorls and Xodar, with
toola in hand, werea puttering with
the great rent in the bow In u hope-
loss endeavor to atem the tide of ea-
Caping rays.

Tt win atill dark when we panasad the
dend sans low surronnding hills, with
hers and there the grim wund sllent
ciliea of the dead past; grest plles of
mighty arcliiteoture tenanted anly hy
age-old memories of a once powerful
race, and by the great white apes of
Hargoom

1t wad becaming and

mare meors

dAlfficult o malotelwu our Utlle uuolj dies' mau, and i

|

in & borizontal poslition. Lowaer and
lower sagged the bow until it be-
came necessary to stop the engine
to prevent our flght terminating in &
swilt drive to the ground,

Al the sun rose und the light of a
new day swept away the darkness of
night our eraft gave 4 final » modio
plunge, turned balf upon her alde,
and then, with deck tilting at w slok-
enlng angle, swung in a slow circle,
har bow dropping further boelow her
slorn each moment

To hand-rall and stanchion we
clung, and fAinally, as we saw the end
wppronching, snapped the buckles of
ol harnoess Lo the rings at her sldes,
In apothor momoent the deck reared
0t an angle of ninoty degroos, and wo
hung  in  our leather, with feet
dangling, a thousand yards above the
ground,

I wus sawinging quite closs to the
vontroiling deviees, so 1 reached out
to the lover that directed the rays of
repulsion, The boat respondsd to the
touch, and very gently we bogun to
wink toward the ground.

It was fully hilf an hour before we
touched., Dirsctly north of us rose a
rither lofty range of lills, toward
which wo decided to maks our way,
sinco thoey afforded greater opportun-
Ity for concealment from the pursuers
wo wors confident might stumble In
this direction,

An hour later found us in the Ume-
rounded gullles of the hills, wmid the
beautiful flowing plants that abound
w the arid waste places of Harsoom,

Therea we found numbers of huge
milk-giving shrubs — that strange
plant which serves in greatl part as

d and drink for the wild hordes of
an men. It was indeed a boon to
us, for we all wera nearly famiahad.

Beneath o cluster of theme, which
afforded  perfect conocalmont from
wiandering alr-scouts, wa lny down to
slevp—for me the first time n many
hours,

This was the beginning of my fAfth
day vpon Barscom sines T had found
myself suddenly transiated from my
cottage on the Hudson to Dor—the
vulley beautifal, the valley Lidcous,

I wll this time | had slept but
faloe, though once the clock around
within the storehouss of the thems

It was mid-afternoon when |

wakoned by some one selglug my
Liutd and covering it with  Kisses,
With w start 1 opened iy oves to look
into tho benutiful fues of Thuviae,

Was

"My prince! My prince!" she cried,
in an eostasy of happiness, ' "Tis
vou whom I had mourmned s deuad,
My andestors have bacn good to me,
1 hava not lived In vain.'"

Tho girl's voles awoke Xodur and
Carthoris, The hoy gazed upon the

woman in surprise, Lut she did not
setm Lo realign the presasnes of an-
oyner than 1, 8ha would huve thrown
hor wrms about my neck oand smoth-

ered me with caresses bad [ not
gently but Brmly disengaged my-
uolf

“Come, come Thuvin,” T sald aooth-
inglv, “vou are overwrought by the

dunger and hardabips you have passed
through, You forget yourself, as you
forget that 1 am the husband of the
Frincess of Helram.'

“1 forget nothing, my prines,'” she

replivd “"You huve spoken no word
of love to ma, nor Jdo | expesat that
sall ever shsll; but nothing can pre-
vent moe loving vou

I e 1 not tike the place of De.
Wh Thars, My grodter) umbition is
tn pory Vi, prined, nraver h
your shive B s L Laovomy goubd )
REK, o greater honor coild 1 orive,
Do EreE i ek conbd | hope”

As 1 liave bwsfors oo b ot na I

wual adat et

saldom have felt so uncomfortabls and
ombarraased as I did that moment.
While I was quite famillar with the
Martian custom which allows fomals
mlaves to Martian men, whoss high
and chivalrous honor s Always am-
gl- protlaotion for every woman in the

ousehiold, yet I had never myself
chosen other than men na my body
BOrvats,

“If 1 aver return to Hellum, Thu-
vin I sald, "you shall go with mwe,
but as an hoopored equal and not e o
wlave, Thers you shall find plenty of
handsoma young nobles wha would
face lasus herselfl to win a smile fromn
vou, and we shall have you married In
whort order to oue of the Lest of them.
Forget your foollsh gmtitude-bagot-
ten Infatuation which your innocence
han mistaken for love, T like your
(riendabip better, Thuvia.'

“You are my mnaster: it shall ba an
you say,”" asha replled simply, but
there waa & note of sadness ln hor
volon,

“How oams you here, Thuvia?" 1
asked. “And whers la Tars Tarkoas?"

“Tha great Thark, | fear, in dend,”
whin veplied sadly. “He wns a mighty
fighter, but a multitude of Ereen
wurriors of another horde than his
overwhalmed him. 'The last that 1
saw of him they were bearing him,
wounded and hlesding, to the deserted
city from whioch they had sallied to
attack ua."

“You are not mure that he ia dead,
then?' I asmked. “And whera s this
city of which you speak”’

"It s just beyond this range of
hills. Tha veasel In which you s
nobly reslgnod a place that wa might
oacaps defied our amall skill In navie
Fition, with the result that we
drifted almlessly about for two days.
Then we dool to abandon the
vruft, and attempt 10 mako our way
on foot to the nearest waterway.

“Yostarday wa orossed thosa hilis
and cams upon the dead clty boyond.
We had passed within jta strests and
wers walking toward the contral por-
tion, when, at an interancting avanue,
wao saw & body of grean warrloers ap-
proaching.

“Tara Tarkas was In advance, and
they saw him, but me they did not
nes,  'The Thark sprang back to my
ile and forged me Into an adjincent
doarwny, whera ha told ma to remsn
in hiding until [ could escups, mik-
g my way o Hellum 1f posaibls,

YiThers willl be no excapne for mo

now,' W sadd; for thess bo the Wir.
hoone of the south. When they linve
weenn omy moetal 1t will be te the
death.’

“Phen hn stepped out to meest them
AN, my prince, sush fighting! For
an hour they swarmed about him.
until the Warhoon desd formed a hill
where ba had stood; bul at lest they
overwhelmed him, those behimnd pusi-
Ing tha forsmost upon him until thers
remained no space Lo swing hin gront
aword,

“Then ha stumbled and want down,
and they rollad over him ke a huge
wave, When they carried him away
toward the heart of tha city ha wan
dead, I think, for 1 4id not ase him
move,*

“Before wo go furthar wa must ha
sure," | paid, "1 cannot leave Tara
Tarkas allve among the Warhoons,
To-night | whail enter the city and
make aure’

"And | shall go wi'n you,” apoke
Carthoris.

“And L' sald Xodur

“Neither ona of vou shn got 1
replied. "It iw work toat requlve
rtonlth and sirategy, not foarce e
matt alons thay et wehinre
waolkld 1nvits  inaster I shall 0
il 1Y neud vodl help 1 il te
tura fur you'

-

aud when he jean't sure whether

By Eleanor

duel of hearts.

{n next Monday's Evening World.

When Two Women Love the Same Man
What Is He to Do?

That s ons of the several queor problems confronting the hero of

A MAN'S
HEARTH

Next Week's Complete Novel in The Eveming World

This 1a an up to date New York story and tells of a strange
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B Joves sither or both of them,

M. Ingram

They did not lke It, but both wars
Kood soldiers, and it had been agrosd
that I whould comumund, The sun al-
rondy wns low, po thit T did not have
long to walt befors the sudden dark-
ness of Barsoom engulfed us

With a parting word of instruction
to Carthorls and Xodar, in onse
should not return, 1 bads them all
farowoll and wsot forth at a rapld
dog-trot toward the ity

An | emorged from the hills the
neArsr moon was swinging Its wild
Mght through the heaveus, its bright
Besking turning to burnished silver the
burbiarie splendor of the ancisnt me-
tropolis.

Tha eity had been bullt upon the
mgently rolllng foothills that, in the
dim and distant past, had sloped
down to meol the sea, It waa due to
this fact that 1 had no difculty In
antering the stroets unobserved.

The green hordes that uss thass
degorted cltles seldom occupy more
than a fow squares about the central
plaga, and as they ooms and go,
always nerows the dead sea bottoms
that the cltles faee, it In usually a
matter of comparative ease (o enter
from the hillsiae,

Onoe within tha stroet I keopt clomse
in the denss shadows of the walls. At
intersoctions 1 halted a moment to
make sure that none was in sight be-
fore 1 sprang quickly to the shadows
af the opposte slde.

Thas | omuude the Journey to the
vicinity of the plaza without detection.
As I approached the purlicus of the
inhabited portion of the oty 1 was
made aware of the proximity of war-
rlors quarters by the squealing and
grunting of the thoats and mdtidars cor-
ralled within the hollow oourtyards
formed by thoe bulldings surrounding
each sguare,

These old familiar sounds that are
mo distinetive of green Marting Hfe seut
a thril of pleasure surping th
we, It was as one might feel on com-
ing home after a long absenca.

It wus amid such sounds that I had
firmt courted the incomparable Dejah
Thoris In the age-old marble halls of
the dead city of Korad,

As 1 stood in the shadows at the far
ecorner of the tirst square which housed
membera of the horda 1 saw warriomns
emerging from several of the bulld-
fngs. 'They all went in the same direg.

ton, toward n wreat bullding which
stood in the contre of tho plaza.

My knowledge of green Martian
customs convineed me that this wae
wither the quarters of the prindpal
chieftain or contained the audience
chamber whereln the jeddak met his
jeds and lessor chieftalus. In elther
event it was evident that something
wis afoot which might have a boaring
on the recent capture of Tars Tarkas

To remch this bullding, which [ now
folt 1t imperative that I do, 1T must
nevdd traverse the entire length of one
s e mwnd cross n hroad avenus and a
portion of the plam.

IFrom the noises of the animals
which cmne from every oourtynrd
sbout ma I knew that there were

many people in the surrounding bulld-
{nge - probably several communities of
the great horde of the Warhoons of
the mrulh

knowledge of thess anclent balldings
and the methods of the Warhoons,
And sa 1 felt gertaln that Tars Tar-
kns lay in the dark pits beneath some
nearby bullding, and that in that
direction I should find the trafll of
the three warrlors leading 1o his call

Nor was I wrong. At the bottom
of the runway-—-or, rather, at the
landing on the floor below—1 saw
that the shaft descended into the
pita beneath; and as 1 glanced down
the Mekering lght of w toreh reveal
od the presence of the three I was
tranlling,

Down they went toward tha plis
beneath the structurs, and at a :nl‘b-
distance behind I followed the Meker
of their torch, The way jed through
A maze of tortuous corridors, un-
Llil.:fml save for the lieht they ear-

Wao had gone perhaps a
ards when the party t.umsdhm'p.l‘-
¥y through a doorway at thelr right.
I hastencd on as rapldly as I dared
::mu:ll: the darkness until I reached
u ol
m’;‘ﬂ;dm_t it which they had left the
here, through an open doo
thm: r;:u;:l‘nu_r-lho c::tu h:;n! .t.h:
grea " ™
hﬂ;;ﬂ tl!:llillnndhhl t.hl'r::?l...' Ho bad
ustling im  roughl
thnm‘ they came tm"::-armah;'mm
the chamber, so quickly, In faot, tha!
to being apprehended,
managed to run along the
corridor In the direction [ had been
Eoing In my pursult of them far

enough to be within the radius

thalr meagre wof

from tnﬁn cell. en- S0 ey
Present]

I cama L

flve corri aurn‘d.r::l:. n'm
mon point. I hastened along one of
ﬁﬂﬁ'&‘..ff" soma little distance, when
A mo Mint Ught of the toreh

from
to lsten tor mnd??;t!::'m: mh.:
hing lna’but the sllence was lu":ltur
aa the sllence of the tomb
Quickly I reallsed the we

S s warriors had
their prisoner.  an ecoridors with

with a fesling of
rollef to take up a much safer
more desirable position behing lhﬁ
It was much slower work returning.
?:r:nf.mthm it bad besn coming,
ok ow the darkness was as utter as

After what seremed an etarnity
me I reached the place and non:‘
Srances 1o Ioa Shrmeh et

0 Bovera
| Ihntd u:unwd five t'l them, .
Dot one, howevaer,
fli“.‘:l“- llll‘ﬂ . lll'ht‘" showed the
n 1 retraced m
the parting of the ws;q-:r?:u."t:m
surprise, [ came upon the sntranos
to thres diverging corridors, any ons
t’;:rwhl;l:‘h ldmlxhr. hava traversed in
¥ dash after
ha# been following, it x
ore was a protty fix indeed !

Once back at the point where the
five passagoways mot, | might wait
with some assurance for the return
of the warrioras with Tars Tarkss
Mr Knowlsdgs of their customs lent
color to the bellef that he was but
being  escorted to the andienoe.
ell:unbsr to have sentance passed upon

To pass undoteoted among all these him

prople wan in itself a diMoult tawk,
but If I was to find and rescua the
great Thark [ must expect aven more
formidabile obstacles before success
could ba mine,

1 had eptered the ecity from the
mouth, and now stood on ths comer
of the avenuo through which I had
passed nnd the firat Intergecting ave-
nue mouth of Lthe plaza,

The bulldings on the south nide of
this square did not appear to be in-
hihited, as 1 could see no hghts, and
mi 1 decided to xaln the inner court-
yard through ong of them,

Nothing ooourred ta interrupt my
progross through the deasrted pile
1 cnose, and | oame into the Inner
court aloss Lo the rexr walls of the
oast butldines without detection

Within the court a wreat herd of
thonts and zitidars moved rostlessly
about, cropping the moss-like ocher
vegetation whioh ovorgrows practl-
eally the entire uncultivated aren of
Muorns.

loss to the east wall, bensath tha
overhanging balconing of the second
Aonre, | orapt in densa shadows the
full length of the courtyard until I
cane ta e bulldings at the north
end,  Thesa wera lightad for about
thren floors up, but above the third
Avor all was dark.

The renohing of the baloony of the

socond floor woas o matter of easy
noecomplistiment —an agile leap gave
my hands & grasp upen the stons
hund-riil above, In another instant
1L haid deawn myaelf ap on the baloony

Mera through the open windows 1
saw the groen (ol squattinE ujpon
thoir slee it sl ke and furs, grunting
it cecasiona! monosyllable whivh, in
copnesction with thelr wondrous tolae.
path powors, s ample for their cone.
versultional requirements

An [ drow clossr to Usien to thelr
worids a warrlor entered 'the room
fram the hall bayand

“Come, Tan Gamal" he od. "Wa
nre to take the Thark hefors Kab
idja Hring another with yvou

The warrlor weddressed arose, and,
b Wonink to o Iy W agquatting near,
thoe three ft the apartment

I I I but follow them the
vhanva might coma to fron Tutn Tar-
ks nt once. At loast | would learn
tha location of his prison

I had no mora than entered tha cor
ridor than I snw thn three warriors at

tha other end -thoss whom T had just
senn leaving the apnrtment, Then a
turn to the right took them from my
alght agmin

Quiiih I havoped along the hall
wihy in purauit. My gnit wos rock inss,
bt L et that ot i been kKind In-
doed 1o throw Yeoan apportunity
Wit i B I pondd not afs
ford 1 il | url i w

& | 'y wridape 1
f ol & ¥ | T tiig e i
fionra alwove el slaw 1 threg
hieed oy Lt left tha fMoor by this
AVEnUys Thot they hoad gone down

and not up I wus euwe Oow my

But unless T eould find my was
back to that point the chances wers
most excelient that I would wander
‘r‘r:lr"?;mthroug: the awful blackness

avercoms thirat nger.
I lay down to dlr. or— -.M . '
\:" ?l. was that?
aint shuffiing sounded
meo, and, as I cast a hasty tlne?ginof
my shoulder, my blood froze in my
ve‘i;l. fn’l' the thing 1 saw there.
araaping my long sword tightly in
my hand, 1 backed slowly nlon"h!-
corridor away from the thing tha'
watched me, but ever as [ relreated
the eyes advanced, nor was thers any
kound, not even the sound of bresth .
Ing, except the occasional shuffing
sound as of the dragwing of & dead
limb that had first atiracted my at-
tantion,

On and on I went, but 1 could not
eacape iy sinister pursuer, Suddonly

heard the shuffling noise st my
right and, looking, saw anothgr pair
of eyes, evidently approaching from
AN intersecting corridor.  As | started
to renew my slow retreat [ hoard the
2an nlnponuui behind me, and them,

efore | could turn, | heard
at my left, " A

The tlungs were all about me, They
had me surrcunded at the Intermss.
tion of two ocorridors. Retreat was
cut off in all drections unless I choss
tn oharge one of the heasts. Even
1.!:;-11 I 'hadmnohdnubl but that the
olhers wou ¥ themselves upon
my back, s

At length T conld endure R wo
loneger, and, taking a fresh
npon my long sword I turned .
denly and charged down upon ons of
my toarmentors

As I was almost upon it the thing
retreated hefore me, but & sound
frovn hehind caused me to whesl ip
time to gee three palrs of eyes rush-
ing ot me from the rear.

With w cry of rage [ turned to mest
the cowardly beaswts, but as [ ad-
vanced they retreated as had thelr
follow

Another glance over my shoulder
dixcovered the firt eves meaking on
me At

Aud agatn T charged, only to see
the eves retreat bhefore me and hear
the mufficd rush of tha three at my
ik

At that moment 1 caught another
Elimpse from the corner of my eye of
the single pair of eyea at my back
making n sudden rush upon me. 1
turned 1o ment the charge! there was
n quick rush of the thres from the
other direction, but 1 Jdeterminsd to
pursue the singls palr unttl I lh:?‘
have ot loast settied my account with
nne of the beaats, and thus bo re-
leved of the strain of meetng at-

tarks from hoth directions.
I rndsed my sword-arm to deal the
v that should free me, and thes
1 felt 4 heavy body upen my back
A cold. molist, slimy something fae-

tencd tiself upon my throat,
L stumbled and went down,
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